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#EelamB4Srilanka

° Tamil Youth Organisation

The

uardlan

of the Oppresors

Tamils all over the world, show The
Guardian what “Eelam” truly means

Eelam is our homeland,
the name of the island
before the name Sri Lanka.

To us Eelam represents a
Safe haven for Tamil people away
from rape, torture and genocide.
Don't erase our identity.

() Travel quiz: "Do you know your lslands,
Man Friday™ appears on The Guardian
website

13 May 2020

Q) Sri Lankan High Commision sends out a
letter with misinformation that the term
Eelam has “never been used as an Indige-

The Sri Lankan High Commission has alleged
that the term Eelam has “never been used as

dence evolving from early Tamil epigraphy.

an indigenous name for Sri Lanka™,
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of the Tamil (Brahmi) script on artefacts dur-
Ing research In Sri Lanka. Tamil (Brahmi)
script Is an early form of the Old Tamil Lan-
guage that is und, d to be dated b

the 3rd century BC and 1st century CE. Tamil
(Brahmi) script was one of the early adapta-
tions of Tamil into written script. However,
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tobe

- Is I in 1g the politi-
'I‘::‘:"""m‘"h:“s""‘“"’ cal use of the term. As such, the original ques-
ol thon in The Guardian travel quiz, bears neither
The onFelag Olfence nor any negative connotation. How-
16 May 2020 > ever, by removing the question, The i this.
have toa political
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P ]
asking to reverse their decision
20 June 2020

The intentions of Sri Lankan govern-
ment have been wvery clear in that they
want to change the narrative of the island
by manipulating both the history of the is-
land and the history of the Tamil people.

Eelam means “the Gold Land”™, Archae-
ological evidence indicates that Eelam rep-
resents the geographic identification of the
Tamil language on the island. It is the old-
est term used (o name those on the island,
evidenced by many pleces of literature as
well as epigraphy. Eelam was continuously
used for over at least two thousand years,
across the whole island based on the evi-

are relied on for facts, infor-
mation and references. Therefore, it is shock-
ing toseethat the freedom of journalism in this
mnlrr is l!m-almd by a government who

lists killed forwrit-
lul.hﬂmwunth.mladdutmm
y of The

The Tamil ity are di ik
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politics over
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others
and they have made, what was originally an
innocent travel quiz, a political victory for
a which lts people.
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